
District Gets Financial 
Assistance From 
County Commission-
ers …. 
 
The Baldwin County 
Road Department is in 
the process of widen-
ing and paving Cedar, 
Cypress and Mobile 
streets located in the 
Perdido Beach Com-
munity. The County 
Engineer has requested 
that the Perdido Bay 
Water, Sewer and Fire 
Protection District re-
locate its water lines 
so as they won’t be in 
the road. 
 
Currently the District 
has 3” lines installed 
on these three streets. 
Since the County has 
requested that these 
lines be moved, the 
District felt that the 
lines should be in-
creased to 6” to ac-
commodate any future 
growth and at the same 
time make fire protec-

tion available to the con-
sumers in this area. 
 
At the November 19, 2002 
Baldwin County Commis-
sion , meeting the Dis-
trict’s General Manager 
Mark Bohlin petitioned 
the County Commission-
ers for financial assistance 
from the County to fund 
this project. The District’s 
position on this issue was 
that the County had re-
quested the District to re-
locate its lines and that the 
County should accept re-
sponsibility for the lines 
that are existing, and that 
requesting the District to 
move water lines every 
time a road is paved could 
quickly put a financial 
burden on the District that 
would ultimately fall onto 
the shoulders of its con-
sumers. The District felt 
that if the line size were to 
be upgraded to accommo-
date future growth and fire 
protection , this would be 
at the cost of the District, 
as the District will recoup 

these funds through 
future connections. 
 
County Commission-
ers Mary Frances 
Stewart, George Price 
and Frank Burt Jr. 
agreed and volun-
teered funds from each 
of their contingency 
funds. With Mary 
Frances Stewart giving 
$3000.00, George 
Price giving $3000.00 
and Frank Burt Jr. giv-
ing $1500.00 for a to-
tal contribution of 
$7500.00 towards the 
project. It is through 
efforts like this by our 
County Commission-
ers that help Rural 
Water Systems main-
tain their rates.    
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Memorial Day 

     *May 26, 2003 

Independence Day 

     *July 4, 2003 

Labor Day 

     *September 1, 2003 

Veterans Day 

     *November 11,  2003 

Thanksgiving Day 

     *November 27-28, 2003 

Christmas Day  

     *December 24-25, 2003 

 

 

In the event of an emergency 
our employees are on call 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week and can be reached by 
calling 986-4242. 
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Once again, the employees of the 
Perdido Bay Water, Sewer and 
Fire Protection District would like 
to thank all of its many customers 
who gave generously during our 
fund raising efforts to support the 
American Cancer Society’s Relay 
for Life.  Special thanks goes to 
Uncle Sam’s Exxon on Highway 
98 at the Lillian Bridge for the 
use of their facility for both of our 
car washes.  We would also like 
to acknowledge the Property 
Owners Association of Spanish 
Cove (POASC) for offering the 
use of their clubhouse facility for 
our fund raising events.  Because 
of your involvement, we were 
able to make a substantial contri-

bution that will assist the 
American Cancer Society in 
meeting the needs of cancer pa-
tients.  Money raised for the 
American Cancer Society goes 
to support a variety of programs 
such as the I Can Cope pro-
gram which teaches cancer pa-
tients about healthy nutrition, 
the Transportation Grants 
program which assists patients 
traveling to treatments, Hope 
Lodges which host cancer pa-
tients and their families while 
receiving treatments away from 
home, the Look Good...Feel 
Better boutiques that provide 
beauty tips and make-overs to 
cancer patients and, of course, 
Research.  Each year, the 
American Cancer Society 

spends approximately $130 
million on research, more than 
any other non-government 
source of cancer funding.  
Also, Lobby Day at the State 
Capitol is an event that pro-
vides the general public an 
opportunity to discuss critical 
issues affecting cancer pa-
tients such as funding appro-
priations, surplus prescription 
drug laws, colorectal screen-
ings plus much more.  We 
have enjoyed and look for-
ward to next year’s Relay for 
Life.   
 
          Hope 
          Progress 
          Answers    
 

late chips (2c.) 
Preheat oven to 375. In a small bowl, 
mix graham cracker crumbs, flour 
and baking powder. In a large bowl, 
beat sweetened condensed milk and 
margarine until smooth. Add graham 
cracker crumb mixture and mix well. 
Stir in coconut, chocolate chips and 
walnuts. Drop by rounded tbsp onto 

1.5 c. Graham cracker crumbs.  
2 tsp. Baking powder 
1/2 c. Butter or Margarine, sof-
tened. 
1.5 c. Flaked coconut 
1 c. Walnut pieces 
1.5 c. All-purpose flour 
1 can Sweetened condensed 
milk. 
12 oz. Pkg. Semi-sweet choco-

ungreased  cookie sheets. 
Bake 9 or 10 minutes or until 
lightly brown. Store loosely 
covered at room temperature. 
Makes about 3 dozen. 
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Camper provided 
courtesy of Emerald 
Coast RV 
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Disease Outbreaks from Water 
Rise… 
 
According to the Centers for 
Disease Control, outbreaks of 
disease from drinking water and 
swimming pools have risen dra-
matically in recent years.  One of 
the chief causes includes insuffi-
cient regulation of private wells.  
Water from private wells is not 
required to be monitored and 
tested for any of the many con-
taminants that the EPA considers 
dangerous to health.  Germs 
found in wells and other sources 
of drinking water can include 
parasites such as giardia and 
cryptosporidium and bacteria   

such as E. coli and salmo-
nella.  The article further 
states that owners of private 
wells must make sure the well 
is properly constructed, main-
tained or tested.  A.J. Eng-
lande, a professor of environ 

mental science at Tulane Uni-
versity, said many private 
wells are not deep enough and 
can easily be contaminated 
from animal feces carried in 
from a storm.   
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According to the World Health Organization, 
the following major health risks account for 
about 40 percent of 56 million deaths world-
wide each year: 
 

· Lack of food 
· Unsafe sex 
· High blood pressure 
· Smoking 
· Alcohol 
· Unsafe water or sanitation 
· High cholesterol 
· Nutritional deficiencies 
· Obesity 
· Indoor smoke from cooking or heat-

ing 
 

Did you know? 

 

Water conservation has 

many benefits: 

· Saves money 

· Saves energy                

· Helps protect the 

environment 
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Source water assessment, 
definitions of technical 
terms, and itemized listing 
of contaminants (both 
regulated and unregulated) 
And contaminant levels , 
an explanation of possible 
adverse health effects, as 
well as the toll free num-
ber to the EPA’s Safe 
Drinking 
Water 
Hotline. 
With the 
ever-
increas- 

The District produced its 
first CCR in October 1999. 
Consumer Confidence Re-
ports are a result of the 1996 
Amendments to the Safe 
Drinking Water Act. CCRs 
are a requirement of the 
EPA, and are regulated un-
der the guidance of the Ala-
bama Department of Envi-
romental Management 
(ADEM). These reports are 
published annually for the 
benefit of consumers, and 
detail the quality and safety 
of their drinking water. It 
provides information on the 
source(s) of water, any  

ing  risk to drinking water 
safety, the Perdido Bay 
Water District is doing 
everything it can to assure 
its valued customers of a 
safe and dependable water 
supply. 

������������	
���

 �

Until the early 20th century, using 
water, for most people, meant first 
locating and then hauling it.  There 
were no taps, let alone water heaters, 
and since there were also no drains, 
what was brought into the house had 
to be taken out.  Along with heat and 
food, water was a commodity most 
early Americans never took for 
granted. 
 
Wallace Stegner author of the book 
“Wolf Willow” wrote, “You boiled 
sweet corn, say.  Instead of throwing 
the water out, you washed the dishes 
in it.  Then you strained it through a 
cloth into the radiator of your car, and 
if your car should break down, you 
didn’t just leave the water to evaporate 
in its gullet, but drained it out to wa-
ter—sweet peas.” 
 
The average American uses between 
50 and 100 gallons of water a day, 

pools, water beds, washing ma-
chines, hot tubs, underground sprin-
klers, aquariums, misting fans, dish-
washers or garbage disposals.  They 
didn’t have cars to hose down, and 
no one was advising them to drink 
eight glasses of water a day. 
 
On farms, wells were dug by hand, 
excavating through rock until the 
water flowing in over-took the dig-
ger’s bailing rate.  Washing and 
rinsing one load of laundry used 
about 50 gallons of water; a bucket 
held less than three gallons. 
 
Americans now have some of the 
cleanest, cheapest and most reliable 
reservoirs in the world.  Unlike their 
forebears, however, they will never 
truly appreciate the weight of water. 
 
(Source: AWWA’s Pipeline Maga-
zine; Volune 1, 2003) 

depending on region and season.  In 1900, 
the average person used 5 five.  Only 15% 
of households then had flushing toilets—
now the biggest users of indoor water.  
Even fewer homes had bathtubs; for most 
people, bathing was a dreaded Saturday 
night ritual involving a small tin tub and 
shared water that was either too hot or too 
cold. 
 
Indeed, bathing was once considered by 
many to be unhealthy.  In 1845, the city 
of Boston outlawed it unless it was done 
under a doctor’s orders.  Not until 1919 
did plumbers and soap makers start a Bath 
a Day marketing campaign that became 
wildly successful.  Even so, by 1950, only 
64% of American homes had full bath-
rooms.  People living in 1900 didn’t have 
lawns of Kentucky bluegrass, now one of 
American’s favorite turf, which demands 
a steady diet of water in summer.  They 
also wouldn’t have had swimming   
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We are proud to announce that 
the Alabama Rural Water Asso-
ciation selected Ms. Kimberly 
Thomas as the Office Worker of 
the Year. Kimberly was given 
the award at the Alabama Rural 
Water Conference that was held 
in Montgomery on March 3rd 
through the 5th.  
 
There are more than 600 rural 
water systems throughout the 
State of Alabama that belong to 
the Alabama Rural Water Asso-
ciation and it was pointed out at 
the conference that these rural 
water systems employee in ex-
cess of 6000 people. So this is 

truly a great honor to receive 
this award.  
 
Kimberly is the Office Manager 
with Perdido Bay Water, Sewer 
and Fire Protection District and 
has been employed by the dis-
trict since 1998.  
 
On behalf of the Board, Man-
agement and Staff at the Per-
dido Bay Water, Sewer and Fire 
Protection District we would 
like to congratulate Kimberly 
on this accomplishment. 
 

ter use has ended—and again 
in the morning, before any wa-
ter is used. 

3. Find the difference: Subtract 
the first reading from the sec-
ond reading and multiply by 
100 to tell how much (if any) 
water ran through the meter 
overnight.   

 
4. Look for leaks: Find them by 

checking pipes, hoses, toilets 
and other water connections.  
Have leaks repaired quickly.   

There are several ways to tell if you 
have a leak on your system and how 
much water you’re losing: 

 
1. Find your water meter: We like 

to place your water meter in a 
convenient place in your front 
yard so it will be easy for us to 
access it.  Normally, this will be 
located at one corner of your 
property or the other. 

 
2. Read the meter twice: Read it 

first at night, after the day’s wa-
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maintained and replaced peri-
odically. 
 
We have to comply with a mul-
titude of rules and regulations 
mandated by the health depart-
ment, Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management, 
and the EPA.  We are required 
to monitor and test our water for 
over 100 contaminants and treat 
it against any possible impuri-
ties before sending it to our cus-
tomers. 
 
The Perdido Bay Water District 
has a well head protection plan 
on file with the Alabama De-
partment of Environmental 

The Perdido Bay Water Dis-
trict is a non-profit organiza-
tion.  Any profit made by the 
District is put back in to the 
system for upgrading and ex-
pansion of the District.  We 
analyze our  monetary needs 
to provide the best water and 
service available and structure 
our rates to provide for those 
needs. 
 
We have approximately 130 
miles of 1”, 3”, 6”, 8” and 12” 
pipe in the ground that has to 
be maintained and eventually 
replaced due to age.  We also 
have tanks, wells, buildings 
and equipment that have to be 

Management to show that we 
are concerned and do all in our 
power to protect our water from 
pollution and contaminants 
caused from septic tanks, farm 
fertilizer run-off, chemical spills 
and live stock.  Customers con-
cerned about home detection 
can contact our billing office to 
receive the information neces-
sary for testing of their water. 
 
The Perdido Bay Water Dis-
trict’s water is as good as and 
better than most water delivered 
to the citizens anywhere in Ala-
bama. 
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